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International Documents Librarian, Stanford University Library 
123B Green Library, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305 
Phone:  (650) 725-1030  •  Fax:  (650) 723-9348 
<jrjacobs@stanford.edu>   http://jonssonlib.stanford.edu 
http://freegovinfo.info   http://radicalreference.info 
http://questioncopyright.org
Born & lived:  Englewood, NJ.  See bio at http://freegovinfo.info/about/jrjacobs 
for more.
early life:  Northeast states; lots of soccer, tennis, baseball etc.
faMily:  Spouse, mother/father in PA, youngest of four siblings (brother in NYC, 
sister in Cleveland, OH, sister in Groton, NY).
Professional career and activities:  I’ve worked in libraries since I was 
15 when I worked in a small public library in Homer, NY.  Professionally, I’ve been 
a Government Documents Librarian since 2002, first at Uc san diego and now 
at stanford University.  I’m active in ala’s Government documents roundtable 
(Godort) and am a moderator for govdoc-l, the primary listserv of government 
information librarians.
in My sPare tiMe i liKe:  Spare time?  Information activist/blogger with 
http://freegovinfo.info, http://radicalreference and http://questioncopyright.org. 
I also like to dabble in open-source software, hike (urban and rural), eat good 
food, and read.
favorite BooKs:  Sometimes a Great Notion, Lord of the Rings, Baroque Cycle, 
Leaves of Grass, Dharma Bums, Another Roadside Attraction, Tao Te Ching, Cat’s 
Cradle, People’s History of the United States.
Pet Peeves/wHat MaKes Me Mad:  People who say, “it can’t be done” instead 
of imagining the possibilities; people who act selfishly.
PHilosoPHy:  Information wants to be free; librarians to facilitate that pro-
cess.
Most MeaninGfUl career acHieveMent:  Writing “Government Information 
in the Digital Age:  The Once and Future Federal Depository Library Program” which 
has had over 15,000 downloads; building Radical Reference and Free Govern-
ment Information to give free reference to activists and independent journalists 
and advocate for access to and preservation 
of digital government information.
Goal i HoPe to acHieve five years froM 
now:  That a large number of libraries have 
the technical and administrative wherewithal 
to be building local digital collections, shar-
ing with each other and building services to 
increase access and shine light on government 
activities.
How/wHere do i see tHe indUstry in 
five years:  I’m an optimist. I see libraries 
continuing their vital work of preserving and 
giving free access to society’s vital informa-
tion in all formats.  I also see them expanding 
their trusted position by leveraging the Web 
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collections of digital government documents, 
including, but not limited to, other collections 
on public.resource.org.20 
Participating libraries in the LOCKSS-
USDocs private network include: 
• Alaska State Library
• Amherst College
• Georgia Institute of Technology
• Library of Congress
• Michigan State University




• University of Alabama
• University of Illinois/Chicago
• University of Kentucky
• University of Wisconsin-Madison
• Virginia Tech
• Yale University
While it’s exciting to have this large group 
of research libraries participating in the US-
DocsPLN, we realize that the cost of being a 
LOCKSS Alliance member may be a barrier 
for some libraries — fees range from $1,000 
to $10,800 per year, depending on institution 
size.  We are working to increase the number 
of LOCKSS Alliance members in order to 
distribute software and other development 
costs across a larger network.  More members 
mean less cost per institution.
How You Can Help
The preservation of federal documents is 
too important to be left to the federal govern-
ment alone; we have the makings of a viable 
system to preserve digital government publica-
tions.  There are several ways you can help.
• Join our private LOCKSS Network.  
Join the LOCKSS Alliance, get a server 
for under $1,000, and contact us.  The 
more servers in the USDocsPLN, the 
merrier. 
• Notify us of collections of electronic 
federal documents.  LOCKSS staff 
can show you how easy it is to allow 
LOCKSS to ingest and preserve your 
materials. 
• Attack the root problem.  Demand 
members of Congress legislate and fund 
a system that will ensure that GPO pro-
actively deposits publications and data 
through the FDLP and other interested 
partners.  While the USDocsPLN project 
is a good start and an excellent ad-hoc 
effort, it should be the government’s 
responsibility to put information in the 
hands of taxpayers.  We should not have 
to be prying it out of the government’s 
hands.  A distributed digital FDLP ben-
efits everyone.  
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Business Reference and Services Section (BRASS) 
of the American Library Association (ALA).  The 
Reference and User Services Association chose 
Encyclopedia	of	Education	Law to be part of its 
2009 Outstanding Reference Sources, BRASS, 
the Business Reference and Services Section of 
RUSA, chose the Encyclopedia	of	Business	Ethics	
and	Society, edited by Robert Kolb, as one of their 
annual Outstanding Business Reference Sources. 
www.sagepub.com
Members of the Solinet and Palinet organizations 
voted overwhelmingly to approve the merger of the 
two organizations.  As we know, OCLC is changing its 
business relationship with all networks, effective July 
1, 2009.  This will include changes in network OCLC 
responsibilities as well as a decrease in network operating 
funds.  Palinet and Solinet are working to revise their 
OCLC service model to reflect the new business 
